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PREFACE, 


Prennancss of religious ſentiment. 
have long exiſted in the Chriſtian world, 
and it is much to be wiſhed, that they were 
fully diſcuſſed, in the Spirit of love and meck- 
neſs. Gentleneſs of manner is not inconſiſtent 
with zeal for truth, and it is undoubtedly poſ- 
' fible, to contend for the principles, without ro- 
nouncing the Spirit of Chriſtianity. | 
Free diſcuſſion, conducted by this il 
| diſpoſition, if it could not determine ſome points 
that have been long in diſpute, would ſhew to 
impartial minds on which fide the force of evi- 
dence lies; and would promote that genuine 
Candour, which reſults, not from an indifference 
0 truth, but from a liberal and enlarged ac- 
5 quaintance with it. 
In order that diſcuſſion Wind be brou ght to 
this deſirable iſſue, it is requiſite that thoſe who 
— ſhould be agreed on ſomę c common medium 
5 . of 


\ 


: "2 5 zy Fa 85 
of proof, ot ſome common 1 of TY to 
which their differences may be referred; for, 
until this be done, diſcuſſion will be but endleſs, 
and in ſome views, fruitl: , debate. 

If Chriſtianity be a Divine Rellgion, it muſt 
have a Divine Rule, by which every thing re- 
ſpecting it is to be aſcertained. The firſt thing 
therefore neceſſary, in the preſent ſtate of re- 
| ligious controverſy, is to determine what degree 
of Credit is due to the Scriptures, as the rule 8 
of * religious ſentiment ; or how far the Apoſtles, 
and other. writers of the New Teſtament were 
. Inſpired, and "TO opinions a are. to be che guide 
of gur, "© 1 

It is evident, that ſome entertain very low 
ded of their inſpiration, and ſpeak of them as 
ed in their religious ſeritiments, but it does 
not appear, that any writer, who embraces this 
view of the Apoſtles as Chriſtian” teachers; has 

Ziven a clear, and full ſtatement of his ideas on 
Ibis ſubject. The ſhort controverſy which took 
place reſpecting it, between Mr. Burn and Dr. 
Prieſtley, terminated, on the part of the latter, 
without a full elucidation of his ſentiments con- 
3 cerning it. It 1 is, however, very deſirable, that EEE 
© . the” Doctor, or ſome who think with him, 
Would come forward, and explicitiy ate thetr ; 
Teas of the inſpiration of the Apoſtles, becauſe 


. 2 « ** | | | it * ; 


it is the turning point, on which the Socinian 

8 in general depends. 

The following pages were written with a 
view to ſubſerve the cauſe of Truth, by an ex- 

amination of the Scriptural evidence on this 


ſubject, and are therefore ſuhmitted to the Can- 
dour of the Public. 


Little Baddow, Eſſex, 
February 6, 1797. 
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JXSPIRATION': is a term which; in its ik 
and primary ſenſe, as uſed by theological 
writers, means the immediate communication " 
knowledge from God; and in this ſenſe, it is ſy- 
nonymous with the word Revelation. But it has 
been common with divines, to uſe the term in a 
lleſs ſtrict and proper ſenſe, for ſuch a degree of 
divine influence, aſſiſtance, or guidance, as enabled 
men to communicate religious knowledge to others, 
without error or miſtake, whether the ſubject of 
ſuch communications were things which were then 
immediately revealed to thoſe who declared them, 
or things with which they were before acquainted. 
In both views, the term implies a previous idea, 
64 ©, he poſſi bility of an immediate communication from 
Sod to the human mind, or che doctrine of divine 
influence. / | 
That the author of the human lid can have 
acceſs to 77 and can influence that mind, either to | 


. reveal 


l& reveal things to it, er to ,"diredt Its attention. to : 
| things revealed Jong before, and difpoſe it to re- 

ceive them, is a poſition which is ſo far from being 
{  - falſe, that the denial of it would involve an ab- 

| ſuͤrdity. It would be abſurd to ſuppoſe, that it is 

| impoſſible for God ro do any thing which is not 

| inconſiſtent. with the goodneſs. and perfection of his 


nature: but it never can be 00 5 tõ appkar, that 
it would be incompatible with his perfections, or 


"unworthy of his geodneſe to- infſuence the minds 
of his rational creatures; to communicate religious 
599 Ot, from heaven to ſome men, ſor the pur- 


tr 3 K 4 


; poſe ne 1 or to un men by a 
l | re gency to, regarc rd and obey that inſtraction 


agency (11 


which, 18 contained i in his word. 05 the contrary, 


70. exchude * the God of the ſpi irits of All fleſh,” 


I #4 <a. „14018. fo 


| 3 17 having acceſs. to the p he has ned, 


+ +. 44 422 


1 Would imply. a reſtraint upon his power not con- 


[ES 8.4 4.4 


== 708 nt wh _Omnipotence, and would preſcribe 


4* 1 + £42 


limits to th at divine benevolence, which, accord- 


oy be + TRL: 7244 _ SLES. # d 


ing to gur e. cannot be more worthily 
5 en mployed, than 1 n promoting the moral good of bis 
| 552 and fallible creatures. It is therefore nei- 


EEE — 


ww © & 


ek 50 175 by his immediate agency, 1 3 


4 


Wick fuch divine Sans takes place, is not a 
Aolid objection againſt the poſſibility and reality of 


It in certain caſes. We know not the mode of the 


4a44ak I 4 #4 «at bs 


vine operation in other inſtanges, where, never- 


3 3 

theleſs, we äre bertain it does exift. We ſee di- 
dent expreſſions of {kill and contrivance; of” ads 
mirable wiſdom, infinite powet, and abundant * 

good neſo, in the formation arid atrangement of ths 
univerſe. We have not more reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that the world could preſerve itſelf in being inde- 
pendent of the all-wiſe and powerful firſt cauſe, 
than that it could give itſelf exiſtence. We mult | 
therefore admit; that he who created, does alfo 
_ uphold all things by the word of his power; and that 
What are called the laws of nature, are nothing fe 
than che different parts of the material ſyſtem don 


tinuing to act, in that difection which the wilt of 


_ - Ww6Htd;" If, therefore, we believe that there is' an 


the Creator at firſt gave them, and in which it 
conſtantly preſerves them. Yet we do no} know tb 
mode whereby divine power and wiſdom firſt ope« 
ated in the production of the univerſe, nor /has 
in which they continue to operate for its preſery= 
ation; fo that if we will not admit of a divine 
influence in any caſes but where we underſtand the 
mode of its operation, we muſt exclude the ageney 
of God from the natural, as well as from the Aura? 


infinitely wiſe, intelligent, and good Being, the 
Creator and Preſerver of all things, we muſt; on 
the ſame ground admit, that it is ſtrictly philo- 
ſophical to ſuppoſe he can; if he thinks proper, 
infitehes the minds 6f his teaſontible creatures, and 
give to teh 2 revelation of his will. Bo 
That he bath done this, and that the Holy Seriyh | 
my are the word of God, is a fact genetally ds , 
12 B 2 | mitted | 


* 


. 1 4 1 
mitted by profeſſing Chriſtians, and may be . by 


a great variety of arguments. It is not the deſign of 


this eſſay, to enter into the general evidences: of 


Revelation, which have been ſo clearly and fully 
ſtated by many writers of the preſent century, both 
in our own and foreign countries; but rather to con- 
ſider the ſubject in a different point of view, which 


is more peculiarly intereſting to Chriſtians them- 


ſelves, with relation to the religious controverſies 
that exiſt. among them, and the degree of deference 

that i is to be paid to the ſacred writings, and eſpe- 
cCilally to the New Teſtament, as the Salle of reli- 


gious opinions. , 


+ ES 


Amongſt thoſe who dank. in 8 hot te A 

writers of the New. Teſtament, were inſpired men, 
- ox-receive it as a revelation from God, it has been 
_ queſtioned by ſome, how far | their , inſpiration 


extended? Whether to every thing which they 
taught, or only to the great and leading facts and 


daoctrines of Chriſtianity? Whether, as to ſome 
things in religion, they were not left merely to 


the exerciſe of their own minds; and conſequently, 
Whether! in ſome caſes they might not be miſtaken 
in their religious ſentiments, as van as other 


85 e 1 2 
It will ily be perceived, 3 it is . no 
ſmall; importance to the faith and conſolation of 
Chriſtians, that they Thould have clear and con- 
ſiſtent ideas of the inſpization of the Apoſtles of 
Chriſf, who firſt. propagated Chriſtianity in the as 
e. and Were. the PAPA: inſtruments of re- 


. e - 2 7 cording 


1 


a + 


| Wt E. 75 1 
cording it for the perpetual inſtruction of the 4 
Church. The greater part of the New Teſtament 
was written by ſome of them; and if there be 
reaſon to conclude, that they were under the infal- 
lible guidance of the Spirit of Truth in what they 

have taught and written for the inſtruction of man- 
Kind, it will follow, that their teſtimony and 
declarations ate authoritative and deciſtve in all 
matters of religious faith and practice. But if 
there be not reaſon to believe that they were 
under ſuch infallible divine direction, we muſt 
then ſeek for the proper ſtandard and criteria of 
what is true or falſe in Chriſtianity, from ſome other 
ſources than the Apoſtolic writings. ' * 

The deſign of the following Eſſay Waren is, 
to inquire into the nature and extent of that inſpi- 
ration, or divine influence and" guidance, which, 

the Apoſtles and other writers bf the New Teſta- 
ment were under. Tt muſt be acknowledged, that 

this is a ſubject which is not withour its difficulties. 
Vet admitting the Seriptures to be the word of 

God in general, there is reaſon to apprehend, that 
ſufficient information may be found therein, 2 

direct our opinions as to the degree of divine inꝛ- 

| fluence, with which the Apoſtles were favoured. 
On this ſubject, all juſt and accurate ideas muſt. 
..” derived from the New Teſtament itſelf. The 
* proper mode of inveſtigating it, is not by forming 
an hypotheſis, and endeavouring to ſupport it, but 
by an impartial and diligent appeal to the Scrip- 
ren s themſelves, to collect from thence what the 
1 . 


l 6 + 
\ aered riters have taught concerning theix own 5 
ion: 

The firſt object of j inquiry, e thall he. | 
what account the writers of the New Teſtament 
give, concerning the mode in which they acquired 
the knowledge of Chriſtianity, 

It will _ be natural to conſider, what. ju 
| deductions and conclufions may be drawn from the 
account they give of the nature and extent of that 
divipe influence, which they were under. e 
I ꝓzmis may lead us to ſurvey ſuch arguments, as the | 

Scriptures, and the nature of the ſubject ſuggeſt, in 
ſupport of that view of the apoſtolic inſpiration, 
which is furniſhed by their own ener 


* F 
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SECTION L 


Wo n. Mayne in which the Apoſttes receined lber 
6 Kporledge of Griflignity.. | 


TN gonſidering this branch of the ſubject, it Will 
be neceſſary to diſtinguiſh che caſe of the Apaſtle 
Paul, from that of the other Apoſtles; for as he had 
not been with our Lord guring his gminiſtry wer. 
earth, he had net poſſeſſed thaſe qpportupities of 
receiving inſtruction from him, which they had 
enjoyed. Accardingly, we find, that the way in 
which he received the * of the ä 


Was, 


* 'D . . . "a A. 


* 1 


1 7-3 


Was, in ſome ieh different from that ! in Which 
it Was communicated to then. As his converſion 
Was extraordinary and: miraculous, ſo it appears, 
25 from his own account, that he received the whole 
ok his knowledge of Chriſtianity b inmeliale 
Revelation. When writing to the churches of * 
Galatia, in order to vindicate | his apoſtolic cha- 

racter and miſſion ' againſt the inſinuations of 
Judalzing teachers, he aſſerts, in the moſt 2 tive 
and unequivocal terms, his own inſpiration. His 


words are theſe: But I certify | you, brethren, : 


« that the Goſpel which was preache of me is not 
« after man. For I neither received of man, nei- 
ther was 1 taught it, but by the revelation of 
« Jeſus Chriſt*.” Thus he bears teſtimony, that 


the Goſpel which he preached, was not after the | 


invention, contrivance, or inſtructions of men; 
that he did ngt receive it from the declarations of 
other men, neither was he taught it by any of the 
ordinary methods of inſtruction; but that the 
knowledge which he had of the Goſpel, had been 
given him by revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. Tt had 
been immediately communicated to him from hea- 
ven, which is inſpiration in the firſt and hit heſt 
ſenfe of the word. This did not give "Pail any 
re-emirience above the other Apoſtles, but placed 
Rim upon an equality with them, or conſtituted him 


oo, n Apoſtle, that is, one who had received his Got. 


Aale _ commiſſion from- Chriſt himſelf. FM 


— A "7 


3 Ns 1. Tho 22. 
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The other Apoſtles had all been the liſciples of 
Chriſt, and had conſtantly attended. him through 
his miniſtry. If we advert to what is ſaid con- 
_ cerning them in the New Teſtament, we ſhall 
find, that there were three ſources of information, 
from - whence they received their knowledge of 
_ Chriſtianity ; and which, taken together, were 
ſufficient to render their knowledge of it perfect, 
and their teſtimony infallible. Theſe, were the 
perſonal inſtructions of Chriſt, their being eye- 
witneſſes of bis miracles and many other facts 
concerning bim, and the teachings of his Spirit. 
I. The Apoſtles were taught many things by our 
Lord's perſonal inſtructions. He was the firſt and 
chief meſſenger of his Father's will and grace, and 
taught the way of God perfectly. The Apoſ- 
tles, being his conſtant attendants, both in public 
and private, heard his heavenly doctrine. They 
were preſent when he taught from a mountain, 
| from A ſhip by the ſide of the ſea, in the deſert, in 
the « City, in the temple. When he teſtified againſt 
the vices and corruptions of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees; when he pointed out the errors of Jewiſh 
teachers in doctrine and morality; when he taught 
the pure principles of love to God, of righteouſ- 
neſs, juſtice, and benevolence to man; when he 
_ repreſented the nature of his own character and 
work, that he came “ to ſeek and to ſave that 
„ which was loſt, and to give his life a ranſom 
for many,” the Apoſtles were his conſtant heaxers, 
Many parts of his ee in public were ad- 
Areſſed 
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dreſſed to 1 and after he had ſpoken to the 
multithdes Which followed him, by parables and 
ſimilitudes, it is ſaid, thät when they were alone, 
ms he expounded all things to his diſciples*.” By 
his private cotverſation with them, he inſtructed 
them in his doctrine, and communicated. much 
uſeful religious knowledge to their minds. In 
ſeveral chapters of the Goſpel according to 
John 1, we have an account of the edifying diſ- 


__ - courſe which Chriſt held with them a little before 


his ſufferings. For their encouragement, he then 
ſer before them, the peculiar and glorious hopes 
of the Chriſtian ſyſtem; announced to them the 
_ oppoſition they muſt expect | from the world; com- 
forted their hearts in the view of it, and gave them - 
the promiſe of the Spirit, to furniſh them for the 
proper diſcharge of the work to which he called 


them. After our Lord's reſurrection from the 


dead, he was frequently ſeen by the Apoſtles, and 


5 72 di ſcourſed with them of the things relating to. the 


nature, order, deſign, and bleſſings of his ſpiritual 
kingdom : te Being ſeen of them,“ faith the ſacred 
hiſtorian, forty days, and ſpeaking of the things 

*« pertaining to the kingdom of God F.” © 
In this familiar intercourſe with Chriſt, from 
the commencement of his miniſtry to the time of 
his aſcenſion, it muſt neceſſarily be admitted, that 
the Apoſtles received much religious knowledge 
from him who dwelt i in the boſom of the Father, 


, 


1 * Mark iv. 34. * From the 13th ro the 16th incl . 
41% 


and 


fore, which they received from Chri 


1 


Icame to reveal him unto men; and that thę ruſt 
ay e imbibed much of the {pi irit of t that hot 7 and 


1 1 7 which. 1 5 gh: Neverth 17 5 | 


re Ke fetten the 8 A”, to IRE 1912 
Knop! 100 e of Chriſtianity extended, at the time 
when our $1, left them. Nor is it all neceſſary 
chat we ſhould, | becauſe they were to have the gif 
gf the Spirit to clear what was ol 755 e, to Correct 
Nhat Was miſtaken, and to ſupply v what Was > defec- 
tive in their ideas of Chriſtianity. Bur. it may | be 
here rente that whatey ver religious Knowſedge 
they, received from Chriſt, was of , the ſame kind, 
and gf the ſame divine truth and certainty, as that 
Which they afterwards. received from the Spirit. | 
For he was the faithful and true witneſs,” who 
had the mind and y will of God, 1205 in whom was 
che Spirit of wiſdom a and noy led Age.“ The git | 
of the Spirit, which they afterwards received, Was 
the Spirit of, eie \ Wen Was Ken to ſupply 
the place of his perſona inſtruct ons to them. 
Thaſe parts of their religious kn knowled 85 there- 
15 himſelf, 


| muſt © be conſidered as of n authenticity and 
| import 


Þ 3 3 
: importance wich thoſe which they might * 
receive, wy immediate revelation from Fake oy 


while he was with them, their knowledge was en- 
larged, by their being eyE-witneſſes of the 9 C 
which he wrought, and of many other facts which re- 
Jpected him. They ſaw his works, Our Lord himſelf 
appealed to theſe, as the evidences of his divine 
character and commiſſion. When John the Baptiſt 
ſent. meſſengers to aſk him, Art thou he that 
e ſhould came, or look we for another? Jeſus 
* anſwering, ſaid unto them, Go your way, and 
« tell Joh what things ye have ſeen and heard; 
* how that the blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers 
i are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed | 
< up, and the poor have the Goſpel preached unto 
* them *.” Of theſe divine works the Apoſtles 
were conſtant ſpectatorz. When the Son af God 
gave eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame; when 


| he ;xeþyked the boiſterous ſea, and it was calm; 


when he fed ſeveral thouſands with a few loayes 
and fiſhes; when he reſtored a withered arm in the 
ſynagogue, and called he dead Lazarus, from the 
zomb ; they beheld theſe wonderful miracles, an 
ſaw in them the divine atteſtation to the herr 
and miſhap gf Jeſus of Nazareth. | 
The Apaſtles were eye-witnefſes alſo of our 
Lord's transfiguration, ſufferings, death, and re- 
. which were ſome of the moſt important | 
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facts 
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facts relative to Chriſtianity. oP of their Paier 
were with him on © the Holy Mount: Some of 
them ſaw him expiring on the Croſs; and though 
they did not fee him coming out of the grave, yet 
He ſhewed himſelf alive after his Paſſion by many 
by infallible proofs, being ſeen of them forty days“ 
after his reſurrection. "They, could not be miſtaken 
as to thoſe, facts of which they were eye-witneſſes, : 
or thoſe miracles which were wrought in their pre- 
ſence. | From the evidence of their ſenſes; they 
knew that Jeſus died and roſe again; they knew 
that he had done among them the works which 
«none other man did r; and they might very 
| naturally infer from them, that he came forth 
* from God,” and that God was with him. 

From theſe things it follows, that there was no 
neceſſity for inſpiration, or immediate fuggeſtion 
from the Spirit of God, to inform the Apoſtles of 
many things in Chriſtianity, for they knew them 
already from the diſcourſes of Chriſt, and their 
own ' obſervation. The fulleſt credit is accord- 
ingly due to their teſtimony reſpecting theſe things, 
if we were to conſider them only as honeſt men 
who were not inſpired. As men of integrity they 
were able to give an honeſt account of what they 
ſaw and heard, without any ſupernatural or divine 
aſſiſtance; and if they had only given ſuch an ac- 
count it ought to be credited. But it does rot 
follow, that merely as honeſt and LIVES men, 


| . AQ i. 3 1 John xv. 24. 
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they 


AY 
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| they-eduld have given ſuch a full, uſt; and con- 
ſiſtent account of theſe. things, as is contained in 
their writings: On the contrary, it is not ſup- 
poſable, without an extraordinary ſtretch of cre- 


daulity, that, at the diſtance of time in which the 


Goſpels were written, they ſhould be able, without 


ſpecial aſſiſtance from Heaven, to give ſuch a parti- 


cylar account of the works, and of many of the diſ- 
courſes of our Lord, as are recorded in them. Let 
any man attempt, at the diſtance of but a few 
weeks, to give a narration of a number of tranſ- 
actions which he has ſeen, or of diſcourſes which 
he has heard, and how lame arſd defective will his 


account be, in compariſon with that, which the 


ſacred writers have given us of the words and 
actions of Chriſt. This, however, is only re- 
marked occaſionally. Much they knew undoubt- 
edly without inſpiration, and therefore they them- 


ſelves appeal to their perſonal knowledge of the 


things which they teſtified, as a circumſtance 
which ſtrongly corroborated the credibility of their 
teſtimony. * For we have not followed,“ faith 
the. Apoſtle Peter, © cunningly deviſed fables; 
% when we made known unto you the power and 
0 coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were eye- 


N 14 witneſſes of his majeſty. For he received from 


God the Father honour and glory, when there 
| « came ſuch a voice to him from the excellent 


by ec glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 


« well pleaſed. And this voice, which came down 
12 from Heaven, We beard when we were with him 


CE in 
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| «-jn- die häby ridune;*2* The Apoſtle Str, fi 
like manner; appeals to the perſonal knowledge 
which he and his brethren had of Chriſt, ſor the 
truth of what they declared concerning bim. „That 
« which was from the beginning, which we have 
«heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes; "which 
ee we have looked upon, and our hands have hand- 
< led of the word of life, declare we unto you f.“ 
The evangeliſt Luke alſo mentions the perſonal 
knowledge of the Apoſtles, as aff evidence of the 
validity of their teſtimony. The things of the 
Goſpel he: calls, Thoſe things which are moſt 
« ſurely believed arnong us, even as they delivered 
them unto us, which from the beginning were. 
. c eye-witneſſes and miniſters. of the word .. But 
whatever the Apoſtles might know, from betiold= 
ing many facts reſpecting our Eord, or hearing bis 
docctrine, it was not a complete knowledge of Chriſ- 
tianity which they acquired; from theſe ſources of 
inſtruction. We are informed eee "uw New 
Teſtament, | 
III. That they received much of le religious | 
knowledge from the tegchiugs of the Holy Spirit. 
The defcent of the Spirit upon the Apoſtles; on the 
day of Pentecoſt, is a well known fact, and from 
that day, they appear to have been full y qualified for 
the diſcharge of their office. This effuſion of the 
7 TPO” had been promifed to as by dur Lord, 


„pet. r (66-19 --4 f len l. . | 
3 Luke i; 1 and 2. 
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15 kit POT Sith them, the niglit betdke he 
ſuffered. «c Twit} pray the Either 5» iid Be, # ad 
he (hall give ) you other Coinforter, that he m 
« abide wich you for ever. Ever the fpirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive '*.” He 
alte = s faid te to chem, c But ene Cotpforter, which 
5 15 the Holy, Ghoſt, whom the Father will fend 
. in my name, he {half teach you aff things, 4 
2 „brings all things to your remembrance, whatſoever 
have 14 uns you f.“ In füblbguent paft 
Wha diſcourſe our Lord added, Hfowbeir: when 
&- be, the Spi irit of truth is comme, ke Wilk g 
a you into all truth; for he ſhalt not ſpeak” Gf 
= imſelf, but whatſoever he ſhalt hear, that "#4 
* he ſp ak, 10 5 he will thew you 1 to cott. 
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17 a us in n of F lid fee in- 
ſtruction and guidance, which were afforded to the 
Apo tles. Ie Comforter that ſhould come to 
= was to be the Spirit of TxvTn, nor of E 
ROR. He was to abide in them for ver. He was 
to teach them ali things; to bring all rÞings to their 
remembrance that Chrift had ſaid td them; and was 
ls guide them into ALL TRUTH. Ler us | reaſon, 


upon theſe ideas. 
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The Truth, all Truth into which the Spirit. was.” 
to lead them, means undoubtedly, all. that 25 i, 
* which, as the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, they were 
to declare unto the world. It does not mean na- 
tural, mathematical, or philoſophical truth, and it 
would be abſurd to reſeg che language of our Lord 


to either of theſe. + But: it means Chriſtian truth. | 
The truth ghich they were to teach mankind, to 
| make them wile and holy, and direct them in the 
_ way to heaven through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The 


| Apoſtles. knew. ſomething of this Truth already, 
but they did not know it perfe&ly. They were ig- 
norant of ſome things, and miſtaken as to others. 
But the Spirit was to guide them into all truth, 
No. branch of it, Was to be kept from them. Ther 
were to be led into an acquaintance with religious 
truth i in general ; ; with the whole of that religious. 
truth which it was neceſſary for them to teach, or 
for men to know. Muſt they not then have been 
preſerved from error in what they taught and de- 
clared? The Spirit was to teach them all. things. - 
Not the things of the natural or civil world, but zboſe 
things of the Goſpel Which they were as yet unac- 
quainted with. And if the Holy Spirit taught them 
all things reſpecting Chriſtianity, which they did 
not already know, then there was nothing in what 
they declared of the chriſtian ſyſtem, but what they 
had received, either from his teachings, or from 
the inſtructions of Chriſt which were of equal vali- 
dity, or from the evidence of their ſenſes which 


could | 
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ferved from error or miſtake rf: (Wa: it. | 
The Spirit was alſo to bring all things to rhilr 
remembratice; that Chfiſt had faid unto em, Their 
tefforles Were naturally like thoſe of other men, 
itnperfeck and fallible; and amidſt che numetols 
things, which their Lord had faid and done amongſt 
them, ſoe would be forgotten.” But che Spirit 
wüs to affift tieir memorles, in füch à manner, b 3 
they ſhould have 4 perfect recollection of' whatſo- 
ever Chrift had' faid to them. This aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit implied, not merely recalling to the View 
"of their minds the things which Chrift had ſp poken, 
but alfo the enabling them to ufderſtand Fc 
things +i#911y, without that confuſion and miifap- 
 prebenifion, which jewiſh prejudices had occaſioned. 2 
itt cheir ideas, 1 they firſt heard them. 
they were led into ſuch a perfect underſtanding of 
the things they were enabled to rettiember, the batt 
recollection of them would be of little uſe, nor - 
' would the Spirit act accordin to his office of lead 
ing then into all Truth, une they were enabled | 
by his influences, pto perly to abe n the the N 
which Chriſt Riel had taught chern. 
The Holy Spirit, under whote teathing they 8 
to be thus inſtructed, was to ae with thew for 
| ever; as the Spirit of Truth; gaiding thetn inte - 
truth, teaching them all things refj ab the do- 
trine of Chriſt hi ch they were to Sandee 8 
tte Word. Theſc important ptomniſes of the efl. 
fuß on, affſtatics, CO ad rate * 
n os, 
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| Att Spirit with the Apoſtles, were maſt, eint a 
22 in all. their aer amt 112 
ere promiſes given. by. Chrift himſelf, the great 
ind chief prophet of the church ; and ta entertain 
= doubt of _ their F moſt. complete. accompliſhment, 
ould: be to. impeach the yeracity and miſſion. of 
the 6.595 of God. and te admit a ſuppoſition, that 
Would ſtrike at the tru th of Chriſtianity. in- general. 
From this examination N of the nature, ex- 
tent, and. fulfilment. of our Lord's, promiſes, con- 
cerning the gift of the ſpirit to the Apoſtles, does 
it not neceſſarily follow. bat, i in addition te hat 
they previouſly knew of | riſtianity Ys they were. d, 
under the teachings. of the Spirit, into a Perfef? ac- 
3 quaintance with it; and that through his conſtanr | 
. inhabitation and guidance, they were infallibly pre- 
| rved 1 in the truth, and kept fromerror in declaring 
it de mankind? The Spirit, of Truth, guided, 9 
Wu all, truth, and abode with them far . 
ve compare this view of the ſpecial Giving 
5 alſictanee which they enjoyed, with, what the Apo- 
ſtles ſay of themſelves, we Mall. ſee it confirmed. 
After the deſcent of. the Spirit, we never find thera 
| under the influence of miſtaken ideas. From hat 
N period, they appear to have had a juſt. and conſiſtent 
View of, Chriſtianity, though, it was not until ſome 
15 farne, after, that, they were led, to ſee. the extent of 
_ + their: commiſſion to declare it to the Gentiles. In 
8 book pf the Acts of the Apoſtles, they are rer 
ee as. 1 full of the Holy Ghoſt,” ſpeaking 
Fe] Spirit N them utterance,” yo writ 


3 8 is 1 „ 

according to his direction. The language of the 
Apoſtle Paul to che Corinthians, when ſpeaking of 
the other Apoſtles as well as of himſelf, ſhews that 
their knowledge of Chriſtianity was made perfect 
through the inſpiration of the Spirit, and that the 
taught and declared it under His influence | 
guidance. Concerning the things of the Goſpel 


_  hefaith,' God hath revealed them unto us by His 


Spirit: for the Spitit ſearcheth all-things, yea, 
t the deep things of God. Which things alſo we 
«© ſpeale, not in the words which man's wiſdom 
* teacheth; but which the Holy Ghoſt  teacheth, 
© comparing ſpiritual things with ſpfritual . In 
_ theſe* and other” paſſages of ſcripture, which will 
be brought into view under a ſubſequent branch of 
- the ſübject the Apoſtles claim to themſelves to'be 
under the guidance of the Spirit of Truth, in teach 
ing Chriſtianity to the world. The validity of mit 
claim; we ſhall further voy in the OO? 
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N sr II. 


T H E Apoitles of ** Chriſt m6fTelfe;- as 


_ What chey did got know by theſe, means, or did 


or concluſions may be juſtly drawn. 


'Y i e l. Fiſt, that the Apoſtles had a complete Kao 
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have ſeen, the fulleſt ſources of _ 
concerning his religion. Having been bis diſti- 


_ ples and Fonſtant follow ers, they learned my 


things relative to Chriſtianity, from his diſcourſes 


and infiruſtians, Their knowledge was —_ 7” 


by being ecyerwitneſſes af his miracles, and of ſome 
of the unolt impartant facts reſpecting him. An 


wort tally: underſtand, was afterwards revealed to 
them by che Holy Spirit, which our Lord had pro- 


mziſed. From this account, contained in their 


ing, of the way in which they received heir 
eligieus Know ledge, the two. following deductions 


1 ; 44 25 


ledge of Chriſtianity, or of the Goſpel which they 
publiſhed to mankind. When it is ſaid, that they 


had a complete knowledge of the Goſpel, we mean, 
that they knew, and well underſtood, the truths 
which they were commiſſioned to preach, and the 
duties they were to inculcate, Having been in- 
| ſtructed by Chriſt himſelf, having. been witneſſes of 


his works, and of his death and reſurrection, and 


having received the Spirit to ** guide them into all 
truth,“ * W. a Feen knowledge of the 


various 


— 2 a 
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. 
. pee which they were to preactr-ind 
publiſh to the world, to inſtruct men in the EHE]. 
ledge of God, the way of ſalvation, and the duties 
_ of holineſs, They were neither ifuſicient nor d 
ite preuchers of the word of Truth. They were 
at 50 Ted to know what was true or what was falſe; 
What was agreeable to the will ef God er what was 
mot; © They had 4 complete and confiſtent view of + 
the whole fyſtem of ChriftiatFtrath and duty: and 
8 there was no divert of religious opinions among 
? err. Their knowledge of Chriſtianity was pers 
eit, for they were acquainted with © all things,” 
| which it was the will of God ſhould be reveatet 
: unte men, to teach chem te Way of ſalvatidoi - 
Whether, as is meſt probable, the Apoſties had 
this ebmplete knowledge of the Goſpel at onee, on 
tie day of Pentecoſt; or whether, there might der 
woche thiths and duties of Feligion, Which wee nb 
revealed ite them untiFafter chat time: is of n im. 
Portande for us to detef mine. For it ir certain, 
khat their knowledge of Christianity wg coniplerey 
long before rhe records of it in the New Teſtament 
were written for our inſtruction. It I dvident ale: 
that tile Rpoſtles, in tke courſe of chieir mihiſtey; 
were never At a lofs' what doctrines they were to 
preach; but had at all times, a perfect knowledge. 
of the things which it was the Will ef God they 
ſhould, at thoſv reſpective times, det hire! Leſs thun 
tmis eanmiot be inferred from their own-declafarion; 
8 N e OTE the'Gofpet; not M 
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tions and the teaching of his Spirit, had this - 


and chat they ere not miſtaken in what they have, 


be immediately. guided. by .the Spirit at the time 
| they were writin ox not. For allowing only, that, by 


* * = _ b 4 
. 1 . \ = ec 7 
* „ = 4 — v Fo. : * 
* . 
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4 the: words. -which- mans wiſdom cexcherh, Sik. 
«hich the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.” 1 „ 


As the Apoſtles, by means of our Lord's inſt 10 . * 


plete knowledge of ' Chriſtianity,” it follows har 
moſt entire credit. i is to be giyen to their writings:z 


written concerning it, whether we. ſuppoſe them t 


they were honeſt men who completely underſtood, . 
Ehriſtjanity, it is evident that they muſt give a „ 


and faubful account of it. Honeſt men would hot ; 
deceive, and męn ho had. a complete knowledge of 


the! ſubjects they were treating f could not be 5 


N miſtaken. If any errors in doctrine or ſentiment 2 
were admitted:into- their writings, it muſt be either 
_ by:deſign,! gr through accident To imagine that 

they could be inſerted deſignedly, would impeach 
thezintegrity of the Apoſtles, and conſequently tbeir 

_ credibility in general. And to imagine that they 
Frept in accidentally, would impeach the compe-" 

deny, of their knowledge, and ſuppoſes that the 

a Apoſtles of Jeſus, Chriſt. did net underſtand. Chriſ- 

. tianity ; a ſuppoſition that can never be reconciled, 
with the very loweſt conſtruction which can befairly 
put upon our Lord's promiſe, that the ſpirit ſhould 
guide them into. all trutb. Allowing them there- 
fore to be but bang men, it follows, conſidering | 

_the.. ſources, of -5information they enjoyed, that 

Ks * have recorded TONY: ——— is 


nurn, 


Wen ren” 


f | 4 1 
mere nd Uige ihe} wiers 
8 ons wich A 8 Hig! down re 
their writings. q = 78 & «oK 9 10 
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* 


r drawn from the account before: gin. an 
which is of moſt importance to the ſubſechis, chat 
che Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, were under che ee 
lu guidance of che Spirit of Truth, as 70 every 
e ent ment which they. taught mankind: Here 
it may be neceſſary" to explain the Henle; in which... 
this expreſſion i is uſed; By every religious ſenen 
tent is intended: every ſentiment that conſtitutes 
: a part of Chriſtian doctrine; or Chriſtian düty. In 
every dockrine they taught, i in every teſtimony: they 
bore to facts reſpeMing dur Lord, in every opinion 
Whieh they gude, concerning the i import 6. :tHoſe | 
facts, in every precept. exhortation and: Premiſe 
they addreſſed to men, it Appears to me, tliat they 
were under the infalfible; guidance 6f the Spitit of | 
truth. By being u under his guidance is meant, 
mat through his influence on their minds, The) 
Were infallibly preſerved from error in declaring t the 
Goſpel, ſo chat every religious ſentiment they ta 
Witue; and igvectMc'to the wl-of Gd. fr 
As to the nature of this influence and guidance. 
ſome things may be'ftrher remarked.” It was be- 
fſiüore obſerved, that inſpiration in eie hit gheſt. ſentk, 

is the immediate communication of. Wee 0 
the human mind, by the Spirit of God, In this 


way the apoſtle” Paul was taught che whole gf 
Je a is kind * * the 


2 A ſecaond and principal deduchon howeveny 2 


dr or guidance of che Spisit, the, Apoſtles. ap; | 


e ee 


n ' F” 


8. EY 5 
Se peſky 19.0 er Which «bay 3 
were Wet, a6quainted With, befor then reges 
the gift Per the Holy Spirit. This is what fame; 
ders called, the;infpiration; of /kgge/fion- Bnt apito = 
What they; had head, or paxtlꝝ knawnibeforg, tho n- 
baren af che Spirit enabled. them properly to un- 
__dexſtand It, and, preſerved ther from, error in com- 
mupicating it, This has. been, called the . 
ration of /uperiniendency-). Under this ſugerintend- 


ph te have been at al limes, throughout thei 
_ wioiſtry, after. Chriſt's. aſcenſion... For leſs than. 
this cannot he canirluded, from our Lord's declas 
5 ration, that the, Spirit ſhould, abide with chem , 
en and. lead, them into all txuth., i Pet 03 Moc 
ben they, ated, as, writers, recording. Chrifti- 
anizy; for the inſtruction of the Church in all ſuge | 
cg ing times,, 1 apprehend, that then were uncer 
de guidance of the Spirit, a8 to the ſubjeQs-of 
which, they. treated that they wrote under his in- 
Kaucg and direction. that theꝝ were preſerved from 
1 grrox and miſtake, in the religious ſentiments = 
andi that, if any ching were inſerted 
in their wWritings, not contained in that complete 
Wan see of. Chriſtianity: of which, they were pre- 
Wound poſſeſſed, (a8 prophegies. fox.inſtance). this 
was; immediately communicated to them, by. re- 
velation. fromthe Spirit But wick reſpedt ta; che 


choica of Nanda im which. they. wrote, Ii know not 


hut they, might; be, left to the, free. and xatianal, ex- 
ik en minds, wre ne 


rt JG -- 


A 
7 


. 


LY 


If | 


n W 3 and Ades „to 
| E wem, while; at the. ſame time they; were preſerved, | 
dem oro, in he ideas they. conveyed, If this 
wee the caſe, it would ſufficiently account ſor 
the dety obſervable diverſity of ſtyle and manner, 
among the jinſpiced writers. The Spirit guided 

them to write nothing but truth concerning re- 
ligion, yet they might be ad to wary Sup rh oY 
2 A own: language. 1 2 
It may readily and july he, le that 
; "4 men he were under the perpetual iguidance of the 

Spirit of Truth when they: preached the: Gofpel, 
were thus under his infallible-direction. and influ- 
* as to all religious ſentiments, when they 
committed the things of the: Goſpel .to writing. 
_ forthe future inſtruction of the Churcb. This is 
the view of the inſpiration, ofthe: writers off the 
Neu Teſtament, which ſeems] naturally, to ariſe, 
from their on account of the way in which 
they received the knowledge of. Chriſtigpity, and 
from: what is. declared: in their writings, -concernte | 
ing the conſtant agency and guidance of the Spirit, 
with which they were favoured. In a fubſequent 
ſoction we ſhall examine, what. arguments: Scrip-- 
ture, and the nature of the ſubject ſuggeſt, in ſup : 
port of it. But we may firſt» remark. it er 
e attending this: view: of the ſuhjeck. 

Maintaining that che Apoſtles were watikrchtrine 
 Hllible direction of: the Holy Spirit, as:tqrevery re» 
Hue Gena contained im their writings,, ſe» | 
cures che * * from 

| luppoting, 


A ö 
TY 


Kuppoſing,” that every Wong uind letter Was """Y 
to them by hi: „Without being Hable % 
thoſe objections which: might: be made. againſt hat 


view of the Tubject. As the Spirit preſerved mem 
from all error in what they have taught and re- 


. 


portance, and #/e to us, as if he had dictated ea 
fyllable contained in them. If the Spirit kad, 8 


guided their pens in ſuch a manner; that they 1550 a 


been only mere machines under his direction, 'w 

5 doula have had no more in their writings than 15 
porferr rule; as'to-all religious opinions and duties, 
all matters of faith and practice. But ſuch a pe 


corded, their writings: are of the ſame autbority;\ims We? 


I 


rule we have in the New Teſtament, if we con- 
ſider them as under the Spirit's infallible guidance 


in all the religious ſentiments they ex preſs, whether Y 
be ſuggeſted the very; (words in Which they are 


written, or not. Upon this view of the ſubject, 


the inſpired writings contain a penſeli and imfaltible 


account of the whole will of God ſor our ſalvation; 


of all that is neceſſary for us to know, believe and | | 
practiſe in religion; and what can they 2 85 . 


more than this, upon any other view of it? 


Another advantage attending the above view orf 


the apoſtolic inſpiration is, that it will enable us 
to underſtand ſome things in their writings, which 
it might be difficult to reconcile with another view | 
of the ſubject. If the inſpiration and guidance of 


the Spirit, reſpecting the writers of the New Teſ- 


tament, extended only to what appears to be its 


3 


, proper cr matters. of * and moral 
3 e a 


* 


5 . 2 1 

. ul ther: thaveri# no-hecedity: 0 alk. whether 
_ © evjery: thing contained :in cheir writings were ſug- 
geſted immediately by the Spirit or not: whether 


Luke wert inſpired tu ſay, that the ſhip in which 


5 Mehta? + ot: whether Paul were under the guid- 


he ſailed With Paul, was wrecked bn the Iſland of 


{ance of the Spirit; in dtrecting Timothy to bring 


wich him tlie cloke which he leſt at Froas, and the ; 
1 * Hocke, but eſpecially the parchmenta ; for che 
© anſwer is: obvious; theſe were not things of a re- 


ligious nature, and no inſpiration was 


Concerniog them. The inſpired writers ſometimes 
_ . mention common occurrences or things in an in- 


ceidental manner, as any other plain and faithful 
men might do. Although therefore, ſuch things 
may be found in parts of the Evangelic hiſtory, 
or in epiſtles addreſſed to churches or individuals, 
and may ſtand connected with important declar- 
ations concerning Chriſtian doctrine or duty, yet 
it is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that they were under 
any ſupernatural influence in mentioning ſuch 
common or civil affairs, though they were, as to 
all the ſentimenes 1 nnn eee 
| ligten. „ | 2 
This view of the ſubjet will alſo ready: Se | 
a plain Chriſtian, in reading his New Teſtament, 
to diſtinguiſh what he is to conſider as inſpired 
trutb. Every thing which the Apoſtles have written 
8 * Tayght, * Chriſtianity; every thing 


. Acts xv 1. t 2 Tim. i iv, 13. . 
; | which 


C 2 1 

whichireackes bim beligi ou eren e 
of duty, he: muſt eonfider as diuineiy truc, as tho 
mind and will of God; recorded war 
and guidanve of his Spirits Ii | 


e- export] 0 | 


he fhoull inquireþwherher what the Ap 2 2 


be tine. Alltttat he has to ſeurch after” is; their «f ; 
meawing 3 and” when he. underftands what they 


man, he may reſt aſſured; that meaning iy. con- 


fiſtent with the wilt of God, 4s drome infallible i 7 
im The teſtimony of men r poke and wrote ey 


by che-Spirir of God; is he 1eſtimyonp of God him. 

fel; and! the teſtimony of the God of Truth is 

_ the ſtrongeſt. and: matt ene, of: ell . 4 
ration 1G 2. 2,5 WI 


= 


| the apoſtle: Pavl, in the ſeventh chapter of his fiſt 
epiftle to the Corinthians, where in ſome verſes he 
ſeems to fpeak as if he were not inſpired, and in 
others a if he b . Congerning ſome things he 
faih, But 1 ſpeak this by permiſſion, and not o 
commandment *:** and again, ® have no com- 

* mandment of the Lords yet 1 give my judgment, 
t as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to 


be fithful- +” The ſubjedt of which'the Apoſtle 


hure delivers his opinion, was a matter of Chriſtian 
prudence; in which the Corinthians had deſired his 
_ advice; But it was not a part of religious ſenti- 
ment ee it was not a braneh- oy * 


. 


verse, 15 e 25. s 
(711.8 2 | | earn 5 


ne ee. view of the Apoflolic infpiraxion vin * 
Ubeuwif etiable: us, as L apprehend, to underſtand 


a - 
ae oe dnl ſbupenccly = eafuittien] Ferie 


e prujende, auen maren o. e diſtreſs which 


perſecution then decaſioned. Paul therefore, agree- 


3 _ ably to their requeſt; ges tein his opinion as a 


faithfuß man; but he guards them againſt ſup- 
poſing, hat he was under divine inf} prration i in that 
opinion, left their conſciences ſhould be ſhackled, 
and leaves them at liberty to follow his advice or 
not, as they might find convenient. Vet he in- 
timates that he Hack“ the Spirit of the Lond** as 
a chriſtian teacher; that he had not faid any think 
contrary. to his will ; and that the opinion which 
he gave was, on the whole, adviſable “ in the 
| - preſent diſtreſs. Rut the Apoſile's Kalman, 
| that as to this particular matter, he ipoke:" © by 
- , * permiſſion; and not of commandmeny;” Rrougly 
implies, that in other things, in things really of 
a religious nature, he did ſpeak! by commandment 


from the Lord. Accordingly, in che ſame chapter; 


when he had occaſion to ſpeak of what was matter 
of moral duty, he immediately claimed to be under 
divine direction in what he wrote. And unte 
Mn "the married I command, yet not I but the Lond, 
« Let not the wife depart from her huſband *. 
This would be a breach of one of the chief u 
tions of morality, and therefore Paul interdicts it 


Vvnder the divine authority. Reſpecting indifferent 


things, he gave his judgment as a wiſe and faith 
Wl: ot but nn The! HO _ bh | 
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hne ſhake: and rote as an apoſtle of Jefus Chrift; 
_ unilerthe direction and bee eres of his 1 2 0 * 
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e in Japport 5 the * View of 1 the | 
2 Apoſtolic Inſpiration. ante ey 50 
Fe a ey of the manner in which the 

Apoſtles came by their knowledge of Chris- 
tianity, we have concluded, that they were under 
the infallible guidance of the Holy Spirit, in'every | 
religious ſentiment which they taught mankind, 1 
whether by their preaching or their writings; that 
they were directed by the Spirit of truth, what 
to record for the inſtruction of the urch; and 
that in what they have written and reborded, they 
were infallibly preſerved from error, ſo that every 
religious ſentiment contained in their writings, is 
to be received as divine truth. This view of their 
Inſpiration, ariſing from their own account, may 
be confirmed by various arguments e from 
Scripture, and the nature of the ſubject. | 


I. It may be proved from the nature of the 


-* Apoſtolic office; which was deſigned to ſupply the 
Place of Chriſt's bodily preſence to the Church. 
It is generally allewed that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
vas a perfect teacher of the will of God; that he 
Was acquainted with all religious truth, and that 


he taught * but truth in his doctrine. As 
2 1 2 | the. | 


% 


K * 1 
the teacher ſent from God, he knew that ride and 
® will of God. He whom God hath ſent-ſpeaketh - 
the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit 
12 1 by meaſure unto him. He came to inſtruct 
men in the knowledge of divine truth, and he Was 
The faithful and true witneſs. But it is evi- 
dent that, in this reſpect, the office of the Apoſtles 
was ſimilar to that of Chriſt himſelf; and that they 
were commiſſioned and qualified as his agents, and 
in his room, to. diſcharge the work of inſtructing 
che Church, and to communicate to it the will of 
God, There is a poſitive declaration of our Lord. 
which places, this matter in the cleareſt light. E 
ſaidd to his Apoſtles, As my Father hath ſent me, 
*-even;ſo ſend. I you t. As the Father ſent Chriſt 
into. the world to. bear witneſs unto the truth ; 
ſo Chriſt ſear. his Apoſtles with a. commiſſion of 
the ſame nature, and to anſwer the ſame end. As bet! 
be was ſent to be am infallible teacher of the di- 
vine mind and will, ſo they in like manner were 
ſent by him, on the ſame important and gracious 
errand, As he received his authority and his fur- 
-niture, as the great prophet of the Church, from his 
.heavenly Father, ſo they received their authority 
and their ability from him. They were ſent bß 
him on buſineſs of the ſame nature, in this reſpect, =_ 
as that on which he had been ſent by the Father 
5 and were appointed by. him, to carry on that work 
0 which he had begun by his perſonal e 


. 
* * 


11 


- John iii, 34. + John xx. 21. 1 John xvill. 37. 
4H . | namely, 


i 3 1 


namely, the inſtruction of men in che _ 
Son and Salvation.” ' 027758 e 
But what valuable end would kkvebernaiwiced, 
by giving the Apoſtles a commiſſion of this nature, 
if they had not been endowed with abilities to dif- 
charge it? To what purpoſe would it have been, to 
fend them in Chriſt's room, to teach men the things 
of God, unleſs they were enabled ro ſupply his 
1 and had the ſame Spirit of truth to guide 
them in what they declared, and preſerve” them 
from error in the ſentiments which they taugnt? 
How could our Lord himſelf have Filled: the 
office of a © Teacher ſent from God,” if he had 
not had a perfect knowledge of the will of God? 
And how could the Apoſtles have falfilled the office 
of his repreſentatives, to declare the ſame mind 
and will to the Church, if they had not been abun- 
dantly ſupplied with his Spirit, and preſer ved from 
miſtakes concerning it? If they had erred in the 
doctrines they taught, the ſentiments they incul- 
cated, or the duries they enjoined, how could they 
as teachers, fill up the place of him, who came 
W from God, and who had the words of God? 
How could they be The light of the world“, N 
if they themſelves were ſabje& to darkneſs? 
When” the Father ſent Chriſt among men 46 a 
„ and infallible teacher, he gave him in that 
chatacter, not only a commiſſion to teach, but a 
_ 4ultieſs of wiſdom and knowledge, an im umeaſurable | 


1 SE „eee 


Cre [33 1] 2 
communication of his Spirit, to enable him to 
flfil that commiſſion, and teach the-way of God 
te perfectly. If, therefore, the Apoſtles had not 
been under ſuch a degree of inſpiration and guid- 
ance ſrom the Holy, Spirit, as gave them a com- 
plete knowledge of Chriſtianity, and kept them 
from error in communicating it, they could not be 
ſaid to be ſent forth by our Lord, even as ibe Fa- 
ther had ſent him. The grand points of teſemblance, 
between their miſſion and that of Chriſt, as teachers 
of a Divine religion, lay in the nature of their 
commiſſion, the end it was to anſwer, their abi · 
lity 4 for. the proper execution of 1 it, and the autho- 
rity gf what they declared, under. it., From their 
office, therefore, as intended to ſupply the place of 
our , Lord” 8. bodily preſence, and perſonal inſtruc» 


tions to the Church, it may. juſtly be concluded. 
that, they were under the direction of his Spirit, 


in, all, that they have taught concerning the Goſ- 
Pel. , Nod: si 0 
: - Agrecat bly. to this. repreſentations.” when brit 
| informed | the Apollles,.. that he ſent them into. the | 
world as the Father ſent him, He breathed W 5 
ane and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
% Ghoſt * 5. This action and expreſſion RET 
the neceſlity. of the Spirit's ſpecial. affiftance and 
influence for them, the certainty of its beſtowiment. 
them from Chriſt himſelf, and the authority 
Ace doctrine alter they ſhould thus. he: extra- 


| ” John xx. 12. * : % x | : 
D 5 100, 


+18 7 


apy ailing for decliring it. Boer 1 
erefore immediately added; « Whoſoveve Ans 
*“ remit, they are remitted unto them; Ah He- 
* ſdever ſins ye retain, they are retaĩned . Nils 


Pas language Which could not wih pröpricty be 


bed, relpecking che fentiments or decem of any 
men, but Tuch 5 Were n Saen che 
Spirit of God. t 
© The above view of thiir'office arcorts with the 
character which the Apoſtles Elkftried; and which 
| Was" preuliar to them, of being the Ambuffelors of 
Cr. In his thiterce 5 52 rayer he ſaid concern- 
ing. chem, T hive ma ' thy name utito the 
«© mes Which "K6u} Veld ine but of the world 1 
* mo 4 it th the words which chou 
* gayeſt me, and they halve received them F. 
52 105 100 ledg e he had in commifſion to declare, 
he had del leere to them, to coſtimum̃catè do man- 
Kind. In What therefore they Tpbke, or have written 
in his name concerning Chriſtianity, they are to 
be conſidered as repreſenting” Cbriſ, in à manner 
- Himitlar to that, in which ambaffadors at i foreign 
| Court, reptefent the prince from whom they re- 
ceived their Credentials. There is, therefore; the 
Jame Divine truth and certainty in the things which 
the Apoſtles declare, and the ſame deference to be 
paid to them, as if it were Chriſt bimfelf who had. 
| Fpoken thoſe things, or recorded them for our in- 
5 A In perfect harmony with this idea, the- 


* John XX, a3. F xvii. 6, 8. 
4 See Matth. x. 40. Luke x. 16. John xi 20. 
5 Apoſtles 


1 386 1 
Apoſtles claim to themſelves the right of being te- 
garded as the repreſentatives of Chriſt, in making 
known the Goſpel, the word of reconciliation.” 
1% Now then,” faith Paul; we are ambaſſadors for 
„ Chriſt, as though God did befeech you by us, 
* we pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled 


Nc to God “.“ The Apoſtle's argument in this 


verſe, is evidently of this nature. What Chriſt 
*« ſuid, is to be conſidered as the toord of God, and 
< what we, the Apoſtles, fay to you, is to be con- 
t ſideted as the word of Chyif, for we are his am · 
„ baſladors, and ſpeak in his ftead; and thereſbrt 
«© what we ſpeak «s abe word of God 7” à poſition 
hich confirms the ſtatement before made, that 
they were enter the arts aer of the my 
| 1 
_ eee dee hut the Apoſtles 
were guided y the Holy Spirit in afl the religious 
Fentimvents they taught, may be drawn from con- 
ſidering the effeZ of the fulfilment of the promiſe, that 
the Spirit ſhould guide them inte all trutb, and 
abide. with them For ever, Repeated reference has 
beeh made to this promiſe already, but it may not 
be improper farther to review here its conſequiences | 
aud qperatibn, as confirming the view Which we 
+ have taken of the fubject. A promiſe that they 
_ MSwnld- be ted into an acquaintanct with all truth, 
and that the Spirit, by whoſe ageney they were 
to be * r wih it, as abide with 


D „ them 
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them yor ever, muſt: be of a moſt extenſive nature. 
If their minds were: furniſhed with a perfect know 
ledge of Chriſtian truth, and the Spirit of truth 
conſtantly dwelt with them ; what can be a ſtronger 
evidence, that they ere preſerved from error; in 
their religious views and ſenceiments?+ rh >? 
If they. were miſtaken in their ideas, on any point 
| of doctrine or duty, it muſt be either, becauſe they 
never had been properly acquainted with the ſub- 
ject, or becauſe they had forgotten and loſt thoſe 
ideas, which they once had concerning it. It could 
not be owing to the former of theſe ſuppoſitions, 
for the Spirit guided them into all evangelical truth: 
and it could not be owing to the laiter, for he dwelt 
with them or ever. They could not then be miſ- 
taken at all in their religious views and repreſen- 
tations, for, in conſequence of our Lord's promiſe, 
they were defended againſt the only ſources of error 


that can be ſuppoſed ee them, One, 
and forgetfulneſs. S Bil 
This argument proves, "ad that the Apoſtles 
were under the conſtant guidance of the Holy Spitit 
in all that they taught concerning religion. And, 
if they were under his guidance, in the oral in- 
ſtructions which they gave mankind, there can be 
| no reom to doubt their being under, at leaſt an 
Mo equal degree of his guidance, when they-wrote for 
the iinſtruction of the Church in future times. Can 
\F we-ſuppoſe that the influence of the Spirit deſerted 
them when it was moſt neceſſary, when it was moſt 
N important, when the want of it would be moſt ex- 


5 _ tenſively 
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Yenfively injurious to the cauſe of truth? An-errcx; 
if it had exiſted in their preaching, would have af- 
fected ſcarcely any but their immediate hearers. 
Its conſequences would have been limited and con- 
ſined. But an error of religious ſentiment, if it 
- could be ſuppoſed in their writings, which have 
been regarded as a ſtandard” of faith and worſhip, 
would have had the moſt pernicious: and widely ex- 
tended influence. The error of an apoſtolic preacher, 
might have miſled a few primitive Chriſtians who 
heard him, but the errors of an apoſtolic wrier, 
if ſuch were to be ſuppoſed, muſt miſlead, not 
merely a ſingle congregation, not the Chriſtians of 
one ſociety, of one country, or of one age only, 
but Chriſtians of every Church, of every country, 
and of every age, in which the religion of Chrift 
nas been received and profeſſed. But we have ſeen, 
that our Lord's promiſe ſecured his Apoſtles againſt 
miſtake and error, in their common addreſſes to 
mankind on the various topics of the Goſpel; and 
undoubtedly it did not afford them leſs ſecurity, | 
when they committed their ſentiments to writing. 
and recorded facts and doctrines, promiſes and 
precepts, for the direction of the Church, in everx 
ſubſequent age of the world. They were the am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt, who were ſent by him in his 
room. They had his Spirit to guide them into all 
truth, and be with them for ever. When therefore 
they taught the things of the Goſpel, and leſt them 
on record for our inſtruction, it was not in the 
„ words K viſdom teacheth, ' but in 
81715. Dn NS: 188 words 
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5 — which the Holy Ghoſt taught them, tha 


faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of mes 
en e of Bc.” fig £4, 
III. A farther argument in ſupport: of hat tien 
of the Apoſtolic inſpiration, which has been be- 
fore ſtated, may be deduced from the inſufficiency 
of the New: Feſtament to be a guide of religious 
opinions, unleſs: their inſpiration. às to matters of 
ſentiment de granted. If the Apoſtles were not 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in all that 
they have written concerning Chriſtianity, then we 
can have no evidence, that the New- Teſtament is 
a ſuze and complete rule whereby to ſorm our views 
of the Chriſtian religion. If the writers of it were 
liable to errors and miſtakes, we are: deprived at 
once of a perfect ſtandard: of faith, and practice. - 
E is the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing excellence of 
a Revelation. from God, that it ſupplies the defi- 
cCiencies of natural religion, and, furniſſies us with a 
- perf:# guide as to every branch of religious ſenti- 
| mant and moral: duty. Revelation fixes; with: cer- 
tainty: thoſe: truths which: natural light rendered 
pnebable. Id clears: what was obſture,. eftablifhes 
what was: doubtful, gives demonſtration, ta many 
trum which otherwiſe have only the evidence of 
probability, and ſupplies the defects of natural! ne- 
ligion, by making known othen, and:glonious tnuchm 
whieh could not have beem diſcovered without it. 
But theſe! advantages, howeven neceſſury and im- 
Portant,; cannot be ſenured by a Revelation that is 
* OR hay: are-advantages which | 
arife 


| 6 39 +4 | 
ariſe from BY e. of the Scriptures, from, 


their being written under the direction of the Holy, 


Spirit, and cannot, on any e other ground, be ſup- 
_ poſed to exiſt. 


If it be granted, as the moſt fatiefatory evidence 
proves, that the, New. Teſtament was written. under 
Divine direction and guidance, we have then a 
porfect ſtandard, to which. we may; appeal. in the 

Truths of Religions. and- by which. we may form 
our' ſentiments, cancarning the true way of ac- 


ceptance with God the proper ground of hope far bo 


eternity; and the nature of mat obedience, which 
is pleaſing in his ſight. But if it be not granted 
that the Apoſtles: were: under the canſtant direction 
of the Holy Spirit, then: we have, no infallible guide 
in the doctrines and duties. of Chriſtianity, and on 
ſubjets of the greateſt importance. to aur peace, 
hope, and obedience, we are left to the moſt dil 
dne danlneſs and perplexity. 

I the Apoſtles were not: guided by the Spire of 
truth in all the religious opinions they entertained, 
and which are expreſſed in. their writings, then they 
might de fallills, and might err as much as other 
men. H they were liable to err in any of their | 
doctrines and ſentiments, who can tell where their 
errors ended? or who; ſhall, in that caſe draw the 
line, to divide between exror. and iruth- i in their 
writings? If they might be miſtaken in one inſtance, 
- wbyinot-in; another? If they fell. into errors in ſome 
of: their: ſentiments, Why not in others. of them? | 
| 3 ſhall we then know, which of their ſen= _ 
„ timents 


ARE - - 
timents wefe Upue, or which were falſe? We ſhould 


be utterly at a loſs to aſcertain this at all; and in· 
ſtead of having the clear lamp of truth to il 


pate our Ln we muſt own: that 5 ge 8 Wi IQ 


5 bl 7 = 'Shadors clouds, and ea, rſt upon wk 
* 1 2 Wit 

We are driven eee to one of theſe. fora. con- 
1 either that the Apoſtolic writers were 
guided by the Spirit of God, in all that they have 
| written for the inſtruction of the Church, or that 
we have no infallible” rule of faith, and that the 
Church of God is left without any ſufficient guide 
in Religion. Which of theſe concluſions is moſt 
rational and juſt, moſt worthy of God, and moſt 
conſiſtent with the benevolent nature of the Goſpel, 
as intended to enlighten «datLenboaighted We 
may be eafily determine... 
Admitting that the Apoſtles wrote nider thes in 
| fluence and direction of the Holy Spirit, we have, in 
all caſes, a certain ſtandard: whereby to regulate our 
religious opinions. Amidſt che vague conjectures 
and jarring ſentiments of men, amidſt the clouds of 
iznoratice and the ſophiſtry of error, we may turn 
72 bur eyes ro the clear and pure light of Revelation, 
And form our religious ſentiments from the declar- 
ations of men, who learned Divine truth from the lips 
of the Son of G64; and were guided i in recording it 
bs his Spirit. Here the mind may ſind ſatisfaction, 
EN 1 e and truth, gs _ en 
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opinions which prevail among weak and fallibte 
men; and here the ſoul may repoſe with hope and 
confidence, aſſured that it cannot be deceived, 
while it reſts Upon the foundation of the Apoſtles 
0 and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt n oO the 
«chief corner ſtone .. . 
But if it be not admitted, ha "ry Aprities: were 
under- the guidance of the Spirit, as to all matters 
of religious ſentiment, then we have no certain rule 
to direct our faith. With the New Teſtament in 
dur hands, we are thrown back into the wilderneſs 
of nature; unable, on the moſt intereſting topics, 
to diſtinguiſh truth from falſhood, and are left to 
explore our path in the regions of religious in- 
quiry, through the trackleſs maze of human igno- 
rance, conjectures and errors, with no ſurer guide 
than the dim light of nature; whoſe inſufficiency 
to conduct ſinful men to the true knowledge of 
God, the hiſtory of the world abundantly proves; 
and by which, inſtead of being led into the way of 
truth, we ſhould be loſt in darkneſs and confuſion. 
Zut it never can be juſtly ſuppoſed, that the God 
of truth and goodneſs, after having ſent his Son 
into the world to die for the redemption of men, 
would leave them without a complete and perfect 
rule to guide their religious knowledge and practice. 
Such a rule we have in the New Teſtament, it was 
"Ns 1 — wh re wu if it Fn noe - 
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FLeꝛxtain cnitenia, Wheraby: we may diſtinguiſſu truth 


a 
boen ſo written, it e —— a 
this end. | 
IV. The argument to Commons the —_ aa | 
the inſpiration of the Apoſtolic Writers, will be 
ſtrongthened by canſidering, that if it be not ab- 
lowed they were under the infallible guidance of the 
Spirit, in all they have taught concerning Chiiſ- _ 
tianity, the credibiliiy thein doctrine in general, 
will be greatly unpaired. It is an opinion com- 
mon to every deſcription. of proſeſſing Chriſtians; 
chat the New Teſtament is the word of God, and 
conſequently they muſt allow, that thaſe who wrote 
it, were in /ome ſenſe, or in ſame dagnee inſpired 
men. But if their inſpiration he granted at all. is 
muſt be either, reſpecting. all tha ſentiments which 
hey taught concerning the Religion of Chriſt, or 
enly as to ſome of them If they were unden the 
direction of the Spirit only: im ſome off their ſen» 
timents, and there be others in there writings, con- 
carning which they were not under his guidance; 
but were miſtaken, thoſe: who entertain 1h16 opi- 
_ #99, ſhould point out with cenlainty and prer ian. 
wherein the Apoſtolic: Writers: were: guided by the 
Spirit, and wherein they were not; in which ef 
their ſentiments they were miſſaban, and in which 
they were: not. They ſhould furniſh us with ſame 


ſrom error, in the writings af the Apoſtlas-;; and 
by which we may know, what we are to receive 
as the word of the Healy, Ghoſt; and what we ought 
. * as the miſtakes of weak and fallible men. 

For 


tw) 


For unleſs this be done, the: credibility ob the Apof- 
tolic teſtimony, as to revealed truth in; general, 
wilk be greatly weakened; upon their poſition. But 
this neyer ean be done, for it is impoſſible, that 
thoßſe who: queſtion: the truth of the ſentimenta 
which the Apoſtles taught, ſhould; furniſh us with 
any rules or eriteria to judge of their ſentiments, 
but what would be far more dubious and uncertain, 
than the writings of which they are to enable us to 
judge. If any ſhoyld pretend to furniſh: ſuch cri» 
teria, or rules of diſtinguiſhing truth from error 
in the Apaſtolic Writings, they muſt be drawn up 
by men who have, and who make, no pretenſions 
to inſpi ration. They muſt conſequently be more 
liable to err, than thoſe who had the Spirit of ooh 
in ſome degree af af, to guide them. 


IS:iChe: n to: bed ann malen which W 


enable us to diſtinguiſh truth from error, in the 
ſentiments of the Apoſtles, to ſuppoſe that there 
are ſuch- errors in their writings, muſt neeeſſarily 
leſſen the credibility of their teſtimony, as to re- 
ligious ſentiments in general. For if they were 
miſtaken in ſome: things which they have taught, 
why; might they not miſtake in others? And as we 
have no rules by which: to judge in this eaſe, how 
mall we determine which of their doctrines! are 
truths, and which are errors? Some profaſſing Chriſ- 
tians believe one: ſet of religious opinions, ſome 
anothen, by what. means ſhall: we aſcertain which 
of the different ſyſtems is right, unleſs the wrigings 
4 the ke be received; as: the-infalible - 
9 ſtandard 


i. 


. 2 


= | 
ſtandard and teſt of all religious opinions? If one 
thinks, that the Apoſtolic Writers were miſtaken, 
vhen · they ſpeak of the miraculous conception of 
Chriſt, of the: doctrine of the atonement; of the 
forgiveneſs of ſins through his blood, or of the ſe- 
pia rate and conſcious exiſtence of the ſoul after death, 
why may not another, with as much reaſon ſup- 
poſe, that they were miſtaken, when they ſpeak of 
the reſurrection of the dead, or of the doctrine of 
. a final judgment. If the former doctrines are to 
be rejected, becauſe they do not agree with one 
man's views, why may not the latter be rejected 
becauſe they do not agree with the views of ano- 
ther? If reaſon and private opinion, and not the 
 Seriptures, are to be the ſtandard of revealed truth, 
tzhere will be no end to uncertainty and error; and 
| the credibility of the doctrines of Revelation in ge- 
weral, will be ſhaken to its very baſis. 
It may indeed: be objetted here, That many 
s Bade of Religion are demonſtrable by the light of 
nature, or may be proved from reaſon, and there- 
fore theſt would remain certain; though the writers 
of the Scriptures ſhould be ſuppoſed liable to miſ- 
take. It is true, that thoſe doctrines concerning 
che exiſtence and providence of God, which are 
evident from natural light, would remain indepen- 
dent of Revelation. Nevertheleſs, the objection 
now ſtated, is ſuch as takes away the »/efulneſs, and 
indeed the neceſſity of Revelation. For if no other 
truths are needful to be known, than could have 
been diſcovered: without ** if-with its 


Webag n e aſſiſtance 


1 


aſſiſtance we have no certainty of any truth, but 
what might be aſcertained without it, where then 
could · be the neceſs:y or the utility of it? None f 
the proftſſed friends of Revelation, therefore, can 
cConſiſtently urge an objection of this nature, be- 


cauſe it reduces: Chriſtianity down to a mere ſyſ . 


tem of natural religion, by rendering every thing 
contained i in the Goſpel uncertain, that is not con- | 
- firmed by the light of nature. Unleſs therefore we 
_ believe! the Apoſtles to be under divine direction, 
a8 to all che religious ſentiments vhich they taught, 
we ſhall: have no certainty of any ſentiments that 
are peruliar to Chriſtianity :; and notwithſtanding 
God hath favored us with the Holy Seriptures, we 
ſhall ſtill be left to the feebleneſs and imperfection 
of natural light. While however we have full 
evidence, that the Apoſtles were guided by the | 
Spirit of truth, we know that they taught {/ruth; 
and that the truth which they taught, is a bright 
and luminous emanation of Divine wiſdom and 
love, ſuited to the eireumſtances of guilty and ig- 
norant men, and unſpeakably more valuable and 
uſeful, than all that the ee light, of E 
* ever diſcover. - ' 

V. It is not only thecredibility 10 Chriſtian . 
We in general, that would be degraded, by ſup- 
poſing, the Apoſtles were not guided by the Spirit 
in all that related to religion, but alſo we ſhall have 


no certainty, that their teſtimony 1 is true as to the 
fats they record, unleſs we allow.they were under 
* be of the Spirit in the religious ſenti- 


4 ments 
| $& - © | 


that 1 he 


So. 
ments they taught, becauſe ibis was a Fa# in their 
opinion. The Apoſtles certainly thought themſtlves 
| inſpired They believed it as a fa#, that they had 
me guidunoe of che Spirit of God s and if they 
Vrre miſtaken in bit fact, how ſhall we be certaim, 
nnn 
they bear teſtimony? Wm ny 
Me, indeed, are wor adde judge of that ki 
of evidence, by which infpired men knew them- 
ſelves 10 be inſpired. For it is not poſſible, that 
we ſhould be in their circumſtances, or have ſuch 
evidence preſented to our winds. But of whatever 
nature that evidence might be, it was fuch as they 
were able to form a complete and perfe&t judgment 
of, 'fo har they knew with as much certainty their 
dn znſpi ration, as they did che reality of objects 
| preſented before their eyed. Their hiftory proves, 
thut they knew when they were moved, by the in- 
ſences of the Spitit on their mimds, to work ini 
tucies 3 and thoſe who could judge of his influ- 
ee un Their hearts in ont cafc, eee * 
leis to Giſtinguiſh them in another.” 
Nia that the Apoſtles thoaghnichemſebves FE de 
under the direction and influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit in teaching Chriſtianity, or that their. inſpiration 
was 2 fa in their own apprehentfion, is evident 
from their language on many occaſiofis. Paul a. 
fired the Galatians, in the paſſage before quoted, 
that he had learned the Goſpel only © by che Re- 
*« velation of Jeſus Chriſt. He Jaid do the Co- 
| rinthiane, doenceruing the things pecaliar 46 Chriſ. 


tiani 
* | *. | 


Et, 1 1 
__Hianity, ** God hath revealed them unto us by hid 
Spirit: Now we have received, not che Spirit 
„ of rhe world, but the Spirit Which is of God, 
chat we might know the things that are freely 
_ © given 40 us ef God; which things we ſpeak in 
Words Which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth: We have = 
the mind of Chriſt . I think aIſo chat I have 
the Spitit of God t. ' Did rhe Apoſtle think 
wrong in this reſpect? Was he miſtaken in the 
opinion he had of his own infpiration? Was it not 
-rathervident, from the miracles he wrought under 
the direction of the Spirit, and from the extraor< - 
_ dinary gifts he poſſeſſed, that he had, as he ſaid, 
the Spirit ef God! When: writing to the Church = 
of the Theſſalonians he aſſerts, that the Goſpel, as 
Preached by him and the other. Apoſtles,” was the 
n br of God Ye received it not as the Or 
of men, but us it is in truck the word of Godt.” T 
In the ſame epiſtle he declares, reſpeRting thoſe 
hO treated the Apoſtolic dectrine with con- 
tempt, He therefore that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not 
man, bot God, who hath alſo given unto us his 
- «. Holy Spirit b. Deſpiſing their doctrine oo, 
not be deſpiſing God, unleſs it had been truth 


wlity. t! r 
As the Apotles chus ſpeak bf themfeves as An 


ſpired perſons, ſo they claim that regard to be paid 
de cheir dedrine, which could be due only to ſuch, 


_ 1 Cor. f. 40, 12, 135 75 
2 9 1 | $ Ch. iv. 8. | 15 
„ | "Y as 


t Chap, vl 39+" 


| which God"kimfelf declared. by ehrcir-inftromen- 
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as were aader the: infallible guidance of the Spirit, 
« But though: we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel to you than that which we have 
1 preached to you, let him be accurſed *.”* Wh 
did the Apoſtle thus interdict all other doctrine to 


the Churches of Galatia, but becauſe he knew, that 


which he had taught them, was the true mind and 
will of God? Would he have preſumed: thus to de- 


nounce an Anathema, againſt thoſe who preached 
another Goſpel, if he had not been conſcious, that 


he had authority and direction to do it, from the 


Cod of truth and righteouſneſs? In like manner; 


tbe other Apoſtles claim reſpect to be paid to their 
doctrine, as of Divine Authority. Peter ſaith to 
the Chriſtians whom he addreſſes, This ſecond 
« epiſtle, beloved, I now write unto you: That ye 
«« may be mindful of the words which were ſpoken 
** before by the holy prophets, and f the command 


„ ment of us the Apoſiles of the Lord and Saviour t. 


Jude, when he would guard Chriſtians againſt thoſe 
who corrupted the Goſpel ſaith, But, beloved, 


e remember ye the ords which were ſpoken before 
of the Apoſtles: of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt f. 
John, for the like purpoſe aſſerts, We are of 


„ God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he 


t that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby 


_ « know. ve the ſpirit of truth, and the ſpirit of 


« error 5. It would have been vanity and pre- 
ſumption in the higheſt degree, for * men to uſe the 


„Ga s. f ket. if. ., 2. LJude ver. 7 
- $1 John iv. 6. ä wy . 


language 


*1 


ay 1 


ing their own dorine and inſtructions, if they had 
not had, as they aſſerted, the ſpecial direction and 
guidance of Heaven. But it was natural and 


Spirit of God, to expreſs themſelves in this man- 
ner; and their miraculous operations were a deci- 
ſive proof, that they did not do it from vanity or 


preſence and INUence of the 125 1 with 
them. ; 


which might be mentioned, fully prove, that the 
Apoſtles confidered themſelves to be under the 
teaching and guidance of the Spirit of Chriſt, ac- 


in Ibis fa, what ſatisfactory evidence can we have, 
that they might not be miſtaken as to other facts 
which they record? Men that could err in a matter 
of fuch importance, might err in other things, and 
if they have in one caſe borne a fal/e teſtimony, 
who Thall decide Where their reſtimony is true? 


dead, as well as in ſaying that they had the Spirit 
of God, and ſpake under his direction, if indeed 
this were a miſtake at laſt? If we do not allow, 


ſpecting their own inſpiration, which was a fact in 
their view, we may, on the ſame ground; 8 
the truth of * teſtimony, as to other. facts 


* 


cording to his promiſe. But if they were miſtaken 


therefore, the truth of the apoſtolic teſtimony rer 


lag guage contained in the above paſſages, donckin⸗ . 
juſt for men who believed they were lefl by the 


arrogance, but that they had, as they profeſſed, the © 


Theſe paſſages of Scripture, therefore, with others. 


Might they not be miſtaken in ſaying that Chriſt 15 
gave them a commiſſion, or that he roſe from the 
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in the. Goſpel of the moſt important nature, and 
; on which our hope and comfort. are founded. 


The argument here advanced is not inconſiſtent 


| with what was before ſaid, concerning the credibility 
of the Apoſtolic teſtimony, ſuppoſing them only to 


be FRAN men *, For that ſtatement implied, that 
they did not profeſs to be under che influence of 
the Spirit in communicating the Goſpel, though 


they received the Knowledge of it in a great mea- 


ſure by his teaching: But if it be admitted, as the 
above texts moſt clearly ſhew, that they apprehended 


themſelves to have the conſtant guidance of the 


Spirit with them, in making known the Goſpel to 
men, and if they were miſtaken, i in ibis fa, then 
the argument here uſed is valid to prove, that on 
this ground, their e as t to other facts would 
be weakened. METS 22 
VI. If, however, we were to allow in general the 
authenticity of their declarations, as to the fas 
which they have recorded in the Goſpel, their teſ- 
timon even to thoſe facts would be % unleſs 


ve admit, that they were under the guidance of 


the Spirit in all their religious /entiments. This is 
another conſideration to prove, that they had his 


- infallible direction. The knowledge of the facts 


recorded 1 in the Goſpel, can be ne farther valuable 
or uſeful to us, than as we underſtand the meaning 
or import of them; but the import of thoſe facts is 
matter of ſentiment REFINE: them; and wine can 
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be learned only, from the account Which the | 
Apt give of them. If, therefore, they were 
not guided by the Spirit of truth in their opinion 
of the import of Goſpel- facts, or were liable to err 
in what they have ſaid of them, and the inferences 
they have drawn from them, of what uſe can rnd | 
teſtimony to the facts themſelves be to us?; * 

The Reſurrection of Chriſt, for inc, is a | 
moſt important fact in the Evaggelical hiſtory, and 
is conſidered by all Chriſtians, as 2 proof and earneft 
of the general refurrection of the dead. But where 
did Chriſtians learn 'zb7s doctrine, from this fa? 
_ Cenainly,' not from the' ſimple fact itſelf, but from 
the ſentiments and declarations of the Rpoſtles con- 
cerning it. Paul hath aſſured us, Now is Chriſt 
wh riſen from the dead, and become the firſt furits of 
« them that ſlept . The dockrine he preached 
to the Athenian Philoſophers was, that God * hath 
** appointed a day in the Which he Will Judge the 


dr 


«hath ordainted 5 "whereof he hath given aſſurance 
e all men, in that he hath TAiſed him from 
«the dead +.” But if the Apoſtle” had: Ut! bee 
guided by the Spirit, in what he ſaid 'contyriing 1 
Chrift's reſurrectionʒ the fact alone could not prove 3 
to us, the doctrine of the reſurrection of men in 
general from the dead. How could we draw an 
unteerſal conclufion from a fi ingle inſtance? View 
ns. 4 e in: —_ be Wente W bene ; 
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proof of the certainty of a future reſurreQiog, if in- 
ſpired men had not taught us ſo to conſider it. The 
certain reſurrection of all mankind, could no more 
be logically. inferred from the reſurrection of, one 
human body, than we could infer, that men in 
general would be taken to Heaven without ſeeing 
death, hecauſe two of the human race, Enoch and 
Elijah, were ſo tranſlated. For the 4% or import 
of the facts recordgd in the Goſpel, we muſt have 
_ . recourſe, therefore, to the Apoſtolic writers, and 

learn it from their ſentiments of them; ſentiments 
which would not be a ſure guide to us, and which 
would not render the Goſpel- hiſtory uſeful; if they 
had not been influenced and directed in their opi- 
nions, by the Spirit of all truth and r 
VII. To the foregoing. arguments it may be 
added, that there are internal evidences of the in- 
ſpiration of the ſacred. writers, in thoſe inſtances 
where it is not particularly declared. This obſer- 
vation applies directly to the writings of Luke and 
Mark, who were not Apoſtles, as well as to many 
things in the writings. of the Apoſtles themſelves; 

and, taken in'conffexion with what has been already 
advanced, will ſtrengthen the proof of that infallible 
guidance and direction which the writers of the 
New Teftament were unde. 

The Goſpels, and the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
ee nie after the things:recorded in them 
took place. In the Goſpel of John we have many 
diſcourſes of conſiderable length, which our Lord 
addreſſed to the Jews, as well as that to his diſci- 

' ples, 
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ples, which was mentioned before: It is impoſ- 
ſible to account how the Evangeliſt ſhould give 
them as he has done, unleſs we admit, that, ac- 
cording to our Lord's promiſe, he had the Spirit 
to“ bring all things to his remembrance.” In 
the Goſpel of Luke, we have many parts of the 
hiſtory of our Saviour, and ſome of his parables, 
which are not to be found in the other Evange- 
liſts. How did Luke know theſe things, or how 
was he enabled to record them, unleſs he had the 
ſame Spirit of truth to *guide him, as influenced 
the Apoſtle John? + 
In the Acts of the Apoſtles, we Stn (heal of 
their addreſſes and diſcourſes given, as far as they 
are related, in their own words, which it is evident 
the ſacred hiſtorian did not hear when they were 
delivered. Such are Peter's ſermon on the day of 
Pentecoſt, his addreſs in the houſe of Cornelius, 
Stephen's defence before the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, 
Paul's ſpeech at Athens, and his 'diſcourſe at An- 
tioch in Piſidia. Howcould the writer come by 
an accurate knowledge of theſe things, and give 
fuch a faithful narration of them, unleſs they were 
fuggeſted to him by the Spirit of God? There 


are other things recorded by him, which it is not - 


ſuppoſable he could have any exact knowledge of, 
but from immediate revelation. Of this nature is 
the ſpeech of Gamaliel, delivered privately in the 
council, aſter the Apoſtles were ** put forth; and 
the letter of Lyſias the chief 1 8 to Felix the 
. *. Paul. 
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Such accounts as theſe, we muſt admit, were either 
brought to the mind of the writer by the Spirit of 
him who“ knoweth all things,“ or elſe, that they 
are; but the compoſition of the : hiſtorian; himſelf. 
The former concluſion would be a ſtrong collateral 

proof of - Luke's: inſpiration ;. the latter would de- 
grade the ſacred hiſtory to a level with the writings 
of other hiſtorians, who, when they have a ſtateſ- 
man or a hero in à ſituation where he ought to 
make a ſpeech, fabricate one for him, and inſert 
it as his own. It requires no heſitation to deter- 
mine, which of theſe alternatives is moſt probable, 
and beſt accords with the promiſe given to the diſ- 
ciples, that the _—_ ſhould * hem into all 
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Upon a review of the whale argument aherdfore, 
| 1 appears, that the nature of the Apoſtolic office, 

as deſigned to ſupply the place of the great teacher 
ſent from God, and the promiſe of our Lord, that 
the Spirit ſhould be given to the Apoſtles to qua- 
lify them for this important office, and guide them 
continually in the execution of it, fully prove that 
they were under his conſtant and iafallible di rection 


mall that they have taught or written concerning the 


religion of Chriſt, Unlefs this view of their inſpira- 
tion be received, it cannot be made to appear, that 
the New Teftament is either a certain or ſufficient rule 
to us, in the doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity, 
On any other repreſentation of the ſubje&; the 
credibility of revealed luutb in general will be 
greatly ſhaken, We cannot even have any cer- 

| | _ tainty 


—— 


13 


tainty tht the fafts which the Apoſtles n if 
they were miſtaken in believing it to be a fact 
that they were inſpired men; nor would their teſ- 
timony to the facts themſelves be beneficial to us, 
if they were fallible in the opinion and 1 
they expreſs concerning them. But admitting, as 
all theſe. conſiderations. clearly evince, that they 
were under the conſtant and infallible guidance of 
the Spirit of God, we may then ſee many collateral 
proofs of their inſpiration, ariſing from various 
things contained in their writings, which could 
not be otherwiſe accounted for; and we have the 
moſt ſatisfactory evidence, that thoſe writings are a 

ſure and infallible guide to us, in all matters of 
religious opinion, as well as practice. 

10 ſuppoſe that the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt were 
miſtaken i in any of their religious views, is a po- 
ſition which renders the whole of their ſentiments 
concerning religious truth dubious: and uncertain, 
- which leads to the rejeion of them as the mere 
opinions of Fallible men, and which thereby, in its 
conſequences, has a direct tendency to deiſm; nor 
does it appear, how Chriſtianity can be proved to be 
a divine religion, if it be admitted, that thoſe who 

ay they taught it under the direction of the Spirit 
of God, really had not that divine direction _ 
they claimed and aſſerted. 5 

. In concluding our inquiry, it is 1 to 
remark, therefore,. that the ſubject diſcuſſed in the 
preceding pages is not merely of a ſpeculative, but 
of a — and very important nature, and 

es 4. enters 


Ea 
enters deeply into the ground of our religious views 
and conduct, According to.our ideas of the inſpi- 
ration of the Apoſtles, will be our belief of the 
8 doctrines they teach, qur dependence on the pro- 
miſes they declare, and our ſubjection to the pre- 
cepts they enjoin. The degree of deference due 
to their, declarations, is, clearly aſcertained: by the 
divine authority and direction under which they 
wrote. As they had the infallible guidance of the 
Spirit of God, their teſtimony. is both the rule and 
the warrant of our faith. Whatever religious ſen- 
timents they have declared, are to be received and 
believed, becauſe they are divinely and infallibly 
true: and whateyer opinions in religion are con- 
trary to the plain and unſtrained language and ſen- 
timents of the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 'ough? to be re- 
' Jeted, becauſe they are undoubtedly falſe, in the 
fame proporiion as they deviate from the infallible 
rule of truth. 

In this entire deference to the authority of the 
Apo ſtolic doctrine, there is nothing inconſiſtent 
wich the freedom of religious inquiry. On ſub- 
jects of pure Revelation, the light of Revelation 
5 only can be our certain guide ; ; and the way to ex- 
amine fully into any topic, is to bring it to that 
light, in which alone it can be diſtinctly ſeen and 
J ſcrutinized. Speculation, indeed, under certain 
limitations, may be indulged. Inquiry « on religious 
ſubjects ought to be free; it cannot be too free from 
prejudices of every kind. But in Chriſtianity it 
Mould be ever rr that Fig Te Wee Is not 
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an unlimited range in the boundleſs and perplexing 
labyrinths of ſpeculation, becauſe it is our ineſti- 
mable privilege to have an infallible guide to di- 
| rect opr inquiries, that where human ſpeculation 
zs at a loſs, Divine authority may decide. 

In modern times, ſome do, not appear to have 
entertained juſt views of this authority. Many 
are fond of exploding old ſentiments in divinity 
| as well 28 in philoſophy, and are ſeeking new ſyſ- 
tems of faith as well as new ſyſtems of nature, 
forgetting that the fandard of divine truth is fixed 
and unalterable ; te the word of God, which liveth . 
* and abideth forever *.”” But although this de- 
ference for the authority of the Apoſtles, in matters 
. of religious ſentiment, may have fallen into diſre- 
pute, the Chriſtian, ſatisfied of the divine origin 
of his. religion, ſhould ſtill remember the words 
* which were ſpoken before by the Apoſtles of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt f,”*. and adhere, to their ſenti- 
| ments, unmoved by the ſpeculations of Philo- 
ſophy, the cavilling objections of ſcepticiſm, or 
the contempt and ridicule f infidelity, ** Stand 
* faſt in the faith,” ſaid Paul to the Corinthians, | 
10 * quit you like men, be ſtrong .. 

This exhortation eyidently implies, that 2 faith 
of the Goſpel is ſomething which may be known 
and underſtood. The differences of opinion con- 
cerning It, amongſt thofe who profeſs the Chriſ- 
tian name, is not imputable tp obſcurity in Reve- 
lation, but to other cauſes. As the Scriptures are 
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ie word of God, they miſt contain a certain and 
determinate ſenſe, which may be known and aſcer- 
tained. The denial of this aſſertion would imply 
a reflection upon God, by ſuppoſing that he had 
given us a Revelation which we did not, and which 
we could not poſſibly underſtand. Our duty con- 
cerning it, therefore, undoyþtedly | is, by every 
means in our power, to aſcertain impartially its 
real meaning, and to follow it as our only, c com- 
N and infallible guide in religion. 
The above vie w of the ſubject may lead us 
4100 to obſerve, that the goodneſs of God in di- 
recting his ſervants the Apoſtles, to record the 
truths and' duties of Chriſtianity. for our inſtruc- 
tion, ſhould | excite our warmeſt gratitude , and 
thankfulneſs to him. In the concerns of religion, 
ve are not left to the vague conjectures, | the im- 
perfect reaſonings, or the wild imaginations and 
- theofies of fallible men, but bave the oracles of 
divine truth to guide us in the knowledge of God 
and ſalvation. We have his own holy word, to 
acquaint us with the important facts reſpecting the 
obedience, ſufferings, death, reſurrection, and aſ- 
cenſion of his Son. We have the writings of men 
who were led and influenced by his Spirit, to teach 
us the doctrine of forgiveneſs and reconciliation 
with God through Jeſus Chriſt, and to inſtru us 
in the nature and obligations of all the duties of 
holineſs. Amidſt the various opinions which agi- 
tate the religious world, we have the inſpired word 
of wu co — * unetring ſtandard and 
. N 28 guide 
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guide of our faith. Amidſt all the fears and con- 
cern which a conſciouſneſs ,of guilt will often 
awaken in a ſerious and reflecting mind, we have 
the infallible word of reconciliation” to conſult, 
which brings the glad tidings of pardon and peace 
with God through Jeſus Chriſt. Amidſt all the 
ſeductions of pleaſure, and temptations of ſin, we 
have the word of God to direct us to the practice of 
godlineſs, righteouſneſs, meekneſs, and temper- 
ance. And. amidſt all the trials and afflictions, 


which the Chriſtian may meet with in the preſent - 


life, we have the pure waters of conſolation, flow= 
ing from the cryſtaline fountain of inſpired truth 
and promiſes, to refreſh: our ſouls. What abun- 
duant cauſe have we therefore to be thankful for the 
Scriptures of the Prophets and Apoſtles ! They 
are an invaluable treaſure to the Chriſtian. A fund 
of inſtruction ever new; a ſource of dom that 
can never be exhauſted. | | 
3. The inſpiration and infallible lane of the 
Spirit which the Apoſtles were favoured with, 
teach us on what a firm baſis the faith and hope 
of the Chriſtian are placed, who adopts the ſenti- 
ments and relies on the truths which they declared. 
He forms his creed, not on human but divine au- 
thority, and believes, not on the teſtimony of men, 
but on the teſtimony of God in his o.] n word. 
His hope depends, not on any abſurd doctrines or 
ſuperſtitious rites of human invention, but upon 
that truth which can never be ſhaken, and which 
Was en under the direction of the Spirit of 
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truth. 
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folations which the Goſpel | adminiſters to the 


Chriſtian's mind, to reflect; that they are draun 


from the igfallible word of divine truth! When 
he rejoices in the promiſe of acceptance and peace 


virh God, through faith in dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


this joy is built, not on the aſſertions of mere fal- 
lible men, but on the veracity of a gracious and 
faithful God. When he feels the conſolatory effi- 
cacy of the Chriſtian- hope, and looks beyond the 
preſent vain and tranſitory world, with anticipation 
and delight, to a ſtate of perfect knowledge, purity, 
and peace, this conſolation does not ariſe from 
the viſionary reveries of miſguided men, it is not 
derived from the Elyſian dreams of thoſe who 
#5. followed cunningly deviſed fables, but from 
the declarations of men who were inſpired by the 
Spirit of truth, from the promiſes of him who 
ruleth over the inviſible as well as the viſible world, 
Vvho hath the keys of hell and of death“, who 
„ openeth and no man ſhutteth, and en and 
40. no man -openeth *. e e ane rs 482 


A the Aufallibility of qhe:epultilie docuine 


Fm the ſecurity of the Chriſtian's hope, ſo it 
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gives additional ſtrength to all the precepts of the 


Goſpel, to know that they were taught and en- 


joined, under the inſpiration and guidance of the 
Spirit of God. It is not the voice or doctrine of 


wen Nc, but the voice of God that 8 us to 
= >, 2 5 5 e d . . 8 „ 
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«be POP, in all manner of converſation , that 
directs us to come out from among them?” who 
aſſociate in iniquity, © and be ſeparate t, and 
commands us that denying ungodlineſs and 
fs worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent world .“ The holy 
injunctions of the Goſpel are clothed with divine 
authority, and therefore they ought to have a bind- 
ing influence on the conſcience of every man. 
They are not the unneceſſary ſeverities of men, 
but the holy laws of God, which direct us to ſelf- 
denial and the mortification of ſin, the exerciſe of 
patience, humility, and ſpiritual-mindedneſs. It is 
his ſupreme authority that demands of us the prac- 
Lice: of truth and righteouſneſs, temperance, and 
purity, meekneſs and. benevolence, and teaches us 
to ©, abound. in every good word and work.” With 
what weight, therefore, ſhould all the precepts: of 
the Goſpel | lie upon our minds, when we reflect, 
that it is God himſelf. who requireth out obſerv- 
ance of them, and whoſe word hath teſtified that, 
«© without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord 51. 
5: The infallibility, divine authority, and uſe- 
fulneſs of the Holy: Scriptures, farther- ſhew, that 
they ought to-/ be: ſeriouſly and diligently ſearched 
by us. As God hath cauſed his word to be written 
for our inſtruction, it muſt be our duty to ſtudy it 
carefully, and the n of it Mangia! be 1 87275 Cris 
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minal. If we would learn the knowledge of Chriſt, 
and be made wiſe unto falvation,”” where ſhould 
we: ſeek this wiſdom, but in the writings of his 
inſpired ſervants? If we would be preſerved from 
errors and miſtakes in religion, the moſt effectual 
antidote againſt them is, to have our minds well- 
furniſhed with  /eriptural principles. If we would 
behold the true glory of - Chriſtianity,” and be efta- 
bliſhed in the conſolation,” peace, and ' holineſs 
of the Goſpel, we muſt ſearch" into thoſe views 
_ whichaare given of it in the writings of the Apoſ- 
tles, and the noble hopes and promiſes which the 
language of inſpired men preſent to our regard. 
If we would be prepared for the proper diſcharge 
of every duty, and daily advance in the path to 
Heaven, we muſt follow the directions of the Scrĩp- 
ture, which, in the New Teſtament, as well as in 
the Old, was given by inſpiration of God, and 
is e profitable for doctrine; for reproof, for correc- 
ce tion, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs: that the 
te man of God may be perfect, n pr 
«unto all good works“. non 
6. From a review of the inflation of ce Apo- 
tles, we may learn, finally, what abundant reaſon 


we have to admire the wiſdom and benevolence of 


God, in-interpoſing to reform and ſave men, by 
the revelation of knowledge from himſelf. - Dark, 
ignorant, and miſerable,- was the ſtate of the 5 
world e to wr introduction of Chriſtianity. 
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« Darkneſs covered the earth, and gol darkneſs; 
l the people f.“ By the revelation, of divine 
truth to his inſpired ervants, who were ſent forth 
to preach the Goſpel, God graciouſly interpoſed, 
to inform, reclaim, purify, and ſave guilty men. 
This i is a moſt pleaſing and wonderful diſplay, both, 
of his wiſdom and his benevolence. . . 

. By means of that e which he. commu- 
heathen world were ſubdited, and the kingdom, of, 
Chriſt firſt eſtabliſhed amongſt men. It is by. 
means of the ſame knowledge, recorded under the 

direction of that Spirit who gave it to the Apoſtles, 
that he ſtill enlightens the mind, purifies the heart, 
and guides to ſalvation: What a divine ſubject of 
admiration is it, that God thus mercifully appeared, 
to reſcue the ignorant, the polluted, and the mi- 
ſerable! The philoſophic eye beholds with plea- 
ſure, the benevolence of God in the viſible univerſe, , 
and the excellent ends which its various parts, 
whether magnificent or minute, are combined to 
anſwer. But the religious mind may feel more 
ſublime pleaſure, in contemplating that divine be- 
nevolence which, by means of inſpired Apoſtles, 
revealed the Goſpel, to enlighten a dark, ignorant, 
and idolatrous world; which, by this communi- 
cation of religious knowledge, is ſtill employed, 


? not to provide temporary accommodations for. 


creatures during a ſhort period of their exiſtence, . 
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but to e pt nd nf beings from ignorance, 
vice, and miſery, to peace, holineſs, and hope, 
upon earth, and finally exalt them to a ſtate of ever- 
laſting purity, perfection, and bleſſedneſs, with 
himſelf. in the heavenly world. Let us then grate- 
fully and devoutly admire, this benevolent inter- 
poſition of the God of Love! Let us highly 
eſteem, and firmly adhere to the inſpired word or 
truth, as the unerring | of our faith, the 1 
moveable foundation of our hope, the iner int 

idle fource of our peace and conſolation, and the 
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